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NEW AGREEMENT BETWEEN MEXICAN TOMATO GROWERS  
AND US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

 

The Mexican Association of Protected Horticulture (AMHPAC), the Confederation of Agricultural 
Associations of the State of Sinaloa (CAADES), the Agricultural Council of Baja California (CABC), the 
National Tomato Product System (SPTN) and the Association of Vegetable Producers of Yaqui -May 
(APHYM) reported that they reached a New Agreement that suspends the ongoing dumping 
investigation with the US Department of Commerce (DOC). 

“Today, at midnight before the legal deadline expires, Mexican tomato growers and the Department 
of Commerce of the United States of America reached a new Agreement that suspends the ongoing 
dumping investigation, which was reactivated afterwards from May 7, despite the fact that 90 days 
before the Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross had communicated to the Mexican tomato industry 
his decision to unilaterally terminate the agreement that had been in force since 1996, ”said Mario 
Robles, director of CAADES. 

It should be remembered that upon reactivating the investigation, the Commerce Department 
announced on July 23 that it had found a new dumping margin of 25.28% and hoped that at the end 
of the verification process on September 19, its final determination would confirm this percentage 
that turned out to be higher than the previous 17.56%. 

Under the rules of the Department of Commerce, the signing of a New Agreement that suspends its 
final determination requires 30 days prior for comments, a term that expired today; but a few 
minutes before, the parties reached an arrangement that prevents their final determination on 
September 19. 

Once this New Agreement enters into force, Mexican tomato exports can be made without payment 
of the tariff and Mexican exporters now have the right to receive all cash deposits they have made 
from May 7, until the day in which this agreement is published in the Federal Register. 

The agreement includes the controversial latest proposal to inspect 92% of trucks at the border to 
check their quality; increases in reference prices for specialty tomatoes and an increase in the price 



of organic tomatoes 40% above the price of conventional ones. The Agreement will be reviewed in 
a mandatory manner in the following Sunset Review that must occur in September 2024. 

“The tomato industry in Mexico thanks all the national and international actors who supported this 
negotiation process for almost two years, as well as the Government of Mexico; our embassy in 
Washington and the members of the Senate and Congress who joined this cause in both countries”, 
Robles said. 

 

 


